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Abstracts / Osteoarthritis and Cartilage 23 (2015) A82eA416 A269Conclusions: Alkaline phosphatase, BMP-2, and type X collagen pro-
duction are all characteristic of hypertrophic chondrocytes and may
contribute to excess mineralization in OA joints. Taken together, our
data suggest that high glucose conditions favor a change towards the
hypertrophic phenotype. Ample evidence supports a similar change in
human that is characteristic of OA chondrocytes. Our ﬁndings are in
agreement with the recent clinical studies demonstrating accelerated
OA progression in patients with diabetes. The limitations of this study
are 1) the hyperglycemic mice were slightly heavier than controls
which may add mechanical effects (adipose levels were not measured),
and 2) higher noise-to-signal background was present with the type X
collagen antibody. These are balanced by the strengths of this study
which include 1) animals were veriﬁed hyperglycemic prior to DMM,
and 2) phenotypic change was tested in two model systems (in vivo
rodent and in vitro large mammal). In summary, this study suggests the
hypothesis that accelerated hypertrophy of articular chondrocytes is a
result of hyperglycemia and may contribute to the progression of OA as
previously seen in patients with diabetes.
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EFFECTS OF FIBROBLAST GROWTH FACTOR-2 AND ITS RECEPTOR
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Purpose: The ﬁbroblast growth factor (FGF) family represents an
interesting group of molecules which are involved in the regulation of
connective tissue development and metabolism. FGFs signal through
receptors FGFR1-4. FGF-18, which has been shown to signal principally
through FGFR3, has promising beneﬁcial effects in articular cartilage,
whereas FGF-2 has been shown to signal also through other FGF
receptors. The role of FGF-2 in osteoarthritis (OA) remains unknown in
many aspects. In the present study we investigated the presence and
effects of FGF-2 in OA joints by assessing the associations of FGF-2 with
cartilage degrading matrix metalloproteinase (MMP) enzymes and
with the synthesis of the major cartilage matrix components aggrecan
and collagen as well as by investigating the effects of FGF receptor
antagonists.
Methods: Synovial ﬂuid and cartilage samples were obtained from 97
OA patients undergoing total knee replacement surgery (60 females and
37 males, BMI 30.9 ± 0.6 kg/m2, age 69.8 ± 1.0 years; mean ± SEM). FGF-
2 concentrations in the synovial ﬂuid and cartilage culture medium
were measured by immunoassay. FGF receptor expression proﬁles of
primary human OA chondrocytes were determined by quantitative RT-
PCR. The effects of FGF-2 and its receptor antagonists on the expression
of MMP-1, MMP-13, aggrecan and collagen II were investigated in cul-
tures of primary human OA chondrocytes. The study was approved by
the Ethics Committee of Tampere University Hospital, Tampere, Finland
and it was carried out in accordance with the Declaration of Helsinki.
The patients gave their written informed consent, and their diagnosis
was conﬁrmed to fulﬁll the ACR classiﬁcation criteria for osteoarthritis.
Results: FGF-2 was present in OA synovial ﬂuid and released into the
culture media from cartilage samples obtained from OA patients.
Interestingly, FGF-2 concentrations correlated positively with the
concentrations of MMP-1 (r¼ 0.414, p < 0.001) and MMP-13 (r¼ 0.362,
p < 0.001) in the cultures of OA cartilage.
In primary human OA chondrocytes FGF receptors 1-4 were expressed,
with the expression of FGFR1 being the highest. FGF-2 up-regulated the
production of MMP-1 andMMP-13, and down-regulated the expression
of aggrecan and collagen II, in human OA chondrocyte cultures. More
importantly, FGF receptor antagonists AZD4547 and NVP-BGJ398 (10-
300nM) down-regulated the production of MMP-1 and MMP-13 and
up-regulated the expression of aggrecan and collagen II in a concen-
tration dependent manner, and not only in the presence but also in the
absence of exogenous FGF-2.
Conclusions: The present results suggest that, in contrast to its growth
factor like effects in some other conditions, FGF-2 induces catabolic and
anti-anabolic effects in OA joints by up-regulating the production of
matrix degrading enzymes MMP-1 and MMP-13 and downregulating
the de novo synthesis of cartilage matrix components aggrecan and
collagen II. Moreover, by counteracting these effects FGF-receptorantagonists showed promising beneﬁcial effects on the balance of
catabolic and anabolic mediators within OA cartilage.
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INTRINSIC CARTILAGE REPAIR BY JOINT DISTRACTION IS TRIGGERED
BY A REGENERATIVE TRANSCRIPTIONAL RESPONSE
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Purpose: Joint distraction provides long-term improvement of pain and
function, accompanied by intrinsic cartilage repair evaluated indirectly
by imaging and biochemical markers in humans with knee osteo-
arthritis (OA) (Wiegant et al, 2013). Moreover, joint distraction results in
cartilage repair activity in an experimental canine model of OA, which
corroborates with the structural observations of cartilage repair by
surrogate markers in humans (Wiegant et al, 2014). Despite these
promising results little is known about the exact mechanisms that boost
them. This study evaluates for the ﬁrst time the regenerative tran-
scriptional response during joint distraction in an experimental model
of osteoarthritis.
Methods: Knee OAwas induced in 8 dogs according to the groovemodel.
Tenweeks after OA induction, 4 dogs received joint distraction (D) and 4
dogs served as disease controls (OA). After 4 weeks of distraction the
animals were sacriﬁced and knee tissues including fat pad, synovium,
meniscus, bone and cartilagewere harvested. qPCR analysis of more than
35 state-of -the-art regenerative gene markers was performed.
Results: The OA group revealed an upregulation of typical OAmarkers,
like matrix metalloproteinases, collagen, and apoptosis markers con-
ﬁrming the OA disease cascade in speciﬁcally cartilage, bone and
synovial tissue. Joint distraction caused downregulation of the typical
OA markers and the maintenance of some important matrix remod-
eling genes for regeneration, e.g. aggrecanase. Moreover, genes from
several pathways were differentially expressed between the D and OA
group, including TGF-b, Wnt, and Notch signaling pathways. Inter-
estingly, a high number of events occurred in bone, highlighting the
importance of this tissue in the regenerative outcome of joint dis-
traction on OA cartilage.
Conclusions: Distraction is a good candidate for knee OA treatment
resulting in prolonged clinical and structural changes. This study
demonstrates distinctively that joint distraction initiates a transcrip-
tional regulation of several important regenerative genes indicating
that a reset of joint homeostasis can lead to cartilage repair in OA.
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CARTILAGE INDUCED BY JOINT IMMOBILIZATION ~ PATHOLOGICAL
PROCESS OF THE CYST FORMATION ~
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Purpose: Understanding of the degeneration process in articular car-
tilage is necessary to develop strategies to prevent and treat joint dis-
ease and cartilage degeneration. Joint immobilization causes various
degeneration of articular cartilage such as thinning, softening and
reducing proteoglycan content. We reported that degenerated cartilage
after 8-week immobilization was aggravated by re-mobilization, which
is characterized as cyst formation. The degenerated cartilage was not
observed in the contact area between the femoral condyle and the tibial
plateau but marginal of the contact area (Nagai et al., 2014 World
Congress on Osteoarthritis). However, it is still unknownwhen and how
the cyst formation occurs. The purpose of this study was to examine
when the cyst formation occur and the pathological process of the
degeneration induced by re-mobilization.
Methods: The left knee joint of Wistar rats aged 12-week old was
immobilized at 140 ± 5 degrees of knee ﬂexionwith K-wire and resin for
8-week. Thereafter the external ﬁxator was removed and bred again for
5-, 6-, 7- and 8-week. Control group applied K-wire in the femur and
tibia diaphyses as a sham operation, but the joint motion was not
restricted. Forty rats were prepared for histological analysis (exper-
imental group: n ¼ 5/each period, control group: n ¼ 5/each period).
The rats were sacriﬁced at the end of experimental period. The knees
were extirpated, ﬁxed with 4% PFA, decalciﬁed in 10% EDTA and
